SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
inconsistencies. Thus, I am not concerned with the
reasons why capitalism does not work properly. I
agree entirely with the liberal economists about this.
I am interested only in wiping out the system altogether
and replacing it by a more rational scheme of life and
work. It is only on this vital and moral issue of
politics that I part company with my own orthodox
teachers.
Capitalism, like any other economic apparatus, is a
method of organising work in society. The "capitalist"
is largely an intellectual fiction, a useful abstraction
without which it is not very easy to express oneself.
Many people, in practice, are both capitalists and wage-
earners at the same time. The director of a company,
as a rule, is not only an owner of shares in his own and
other concerns, but also earns a salary for which he
does some of the work of making decisions in business.
He is a "capitalist" and a "worker" at the same time.
Again, many "workers" are not exclusively workers,
but own small shares in industrial concerns from which,
if they are lucky, they may receive profits from time to
time. The "worker," therefore, is also a fiction,
though not to the same extent as the "capitalist," for
almost every company director owns shares, but only
a few "workers" do so.
Thus, when one talks of capitalists and workers,
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